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J07    WALL   STREET,   KINGSTON,   N.    Y. 


JT7|E  have  a  few  copies  of  the  Dutch  Church  Records 
tJLP  of  Kingston  (baptisms  and  marriages  from  1660 
through  1 8 10)  elegantly  printed  on  807  royal 
quarto  pages,  with  exhaustive  index  containing  refer- 
ences to  44,388  names,  edited  by  Chaplain  R.  R.  Hoes, 
U.  S.  N.,  and  printed  by  the  DeVinne  Press.  N.  Y.  But 
few  Knickerbocker  families  can  trace  their  ancestry 
without  reference  to  this  volume. 

<JI  Dr.  Gustave  Anjou's  Ulster  County  Probate  Rec 
ords  from  1 665  ;  invaluable  in  tracing  ancestry — in  tw 
volumes. 

We  also  have  a  large  line  of  Souvenir  Postal  Cards  show- 
ing local  scenes,  including  the  Revolutionary  Buildings. 

Souvenir  Spoons,  commemorating  250th  anniver 
sary  of  the  founding  of  Kingston.  Specially  prepared 
by  the  Gorham  Company. 
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James  S.  McEntees 
Story  of  the  Canal 


Contributed  by  Chaplain  Roswell  Randall  Hoes,  U.  S.  N. 


HE  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  which  passes 
^^  through  the  entire  length  of  the  county  has 
\&  become  a  fixed  fact  and  in  a  few  more  years 

will  come  to  be  regarded  as  something  which 
has  always  existed,  like  a  mountain  or  a 
familiar  stream,  while  the  men  who  labored 
upon  and  were  connected  in  various  ways 
with  its  construction  and  inauguration  will 
have  passed  away.  Conspicuous  among 
these  latter  were  the  Messrs.  Wurts,  Maurice  Wurts  in 
particular.  If  history  ever  does  him  justice  he  will 
stand  prominent  among  the  warm  friends  and  indefat- 
igable workers  for  internal  improvements  in  this  and 
the  adjoining  State  of  Pennsylvania.  This  enterprise 
was  conceived  by  him  and  his  brother  William,  but  the 
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carrying  out  of  the  plan  devolved  upon  Maurice,  and 
it  was  asserted  by  those  best  qualified  to  judge  that 
there  was  no  man  in  either  of  the  two  states  better 
qualified  for  that  arduous  task.  The  canal  was  com- 
menced in  1825.  The  ceremony  of  breaking  ground 
was  performed  on  the  13th  of  July  of  that  year  at 
Mamakating,  now  Wurtsboro,  in  a  field  in  the  rear  of 
Dr.  Morrison's  house.  Philip  Hone,  the  first  president 
of  the  company,  after  having  the  ground  marked  out 
by  Benjamin  Wright,  the  first  chief-engineer  of  the 
company,  took  out  the  first  shovelful  of  earth  and 
afterwards  addressed  a  large  concourse  of  people  who 
had  assembled  to  witness  the  ceremony.  At  that  time 
the  country  through  which  the  canal  passes  presented 
a  very  different  appearance  from  what  it  does  now 
(1874).  Its  terminus,  the  Rondout  Creek,  to-day  the 
scene  of  so  much  business  activity,  was  a  quiet  stream. 
There  were  two  small  docks  at  the  Strand  and  a  still 
smaller  one  at  Twaalfskill  (now  Wilbur)  from  each  of 
which  a  sloop  sailed  once  a  week.  Abraham  Has" 
brouck  and  William  Swart  were  the  respective  pro- 
prietors and  freighters  from  the  two  docks  at  the 
Strand  (Rondout),  and  Tappen  and  Elting,  afterward 
succeeded  by  Theron  Skeel,  at  Twaalfskill.  Mr. 
Hasbrouck  was  member  of  Congress  for  this  district 
and  Mr.  Swart  of  the  state  legislature.  With  few 
exceptions  both  banks  of  the  stream  were  thickly 
wooded  from  a  point  opposite  the  present  office  of  the 
canal  company  to  Eddyville,  where  there  were  a  cot 
ton  factory  and  sawmill  owned  and  operated  by  George 
Eddy.  At  Wagondale  (now  Creek  Locks)  lived  Esquire 
LeFevre  and  a  Mr.  VanWagonen,  and  at  Bloomingdale 
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(now  Rock  Lock)  Messrs.  Thompson,  Hardenbergh 
and  VanWagonen.  At  Rosendale  the  only  inhabitants 
were  John  Woodmansee  (the  father  of  Mrs.  Thomas 
Cornell)  and  Timothy  Tilson  who  together  occupied 
the  old  Rosendale  farm  which  was  afterwards  divided 
into  three  farms. 

A  short  distance  above  Rosendale  near  the  High 
Bridge  lived  Egbert  Schoonmaker  (the  father  of  Hiram 
Schoonmaker,  Esq.,  of  this  city)  who  still  survives  at 
the  advanced  age  of  about  85  years  in  the  enjoyment 
of  all  his  faculties  and  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 
Near  neighbor  to  Mr.  Schoonmaker  was  Jacob  Low 
Snyder,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Jonathan  Auchmoody  and 
grandfather  of  Capt.  Jacob  Snyder  of  High  Falls  who 
raised  and  commanded  a  company  in  the  120th  Reg- 
iment during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  Mr.  Snyder 
operated  a  grist-mill  and  carried  on  a  large  farm. 
Adjoining  him  on  the  line  of  the  canal  was  the  exten- 
sive farm  of  Cornelius  Cole  or  "  King  ''  Cole  as  he  was 
often  called.  In  connection  with  his  farm  Mr.  Cole 
carried  on  a  tannery  and  both  he  and  Mr.  Snyder  were 
men  of  ample  means  for  those  days  and  public  spirited 
and  enterprising.  They  were  warm  friends  of  the 
canal.  At  High  Falls  lived  Simeon  Depuy,  father  of 
the  late  Jacob  H.  Depuy  who  also  occupied  a  farm  and 
had  a  grist-mill.  Mr.  Depuy  took  a  contract  for,  and 
at  this  mill  ground  all  the  cement  used  in  the  original 
construction  of  the  canal,  which  was  quarried  and 
burned  near  where  Mr.  Vandemark's  cement  works  are 
now  located  a  little  below  the  feeder-dam.  Cement 
was  first  found  in  the  county  by  the  engineers  of  the 
canal.       Above  Mr.  Depuy  on  the  line  of  the    canal 
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lived  his  brother-in-law,  Capt.  Joseph  Hasbrouck,  who 
was  also  a  great  friend  of  the  canal  and  than  whom  a 
better  man  never  lived.  He  also  cultivated  a  large 
farm  which  has  since  been  divided  into  several  farms. 
He  was  the  father  of  Lodowick  Hasbrouck  and  of  the 
late  Calvin  Hasbrouck,  for  many  years  superintendent 
on  the  canal  at  High  Falls.  His  many  descendants  in 
this  county  have  reason  to  be  proud  of  their  venerable 
ancestor.  A  little  below  Schoonmaker's  Bridge  (now 
Alligerville)  resided  a  Mr.  Sherwood  and  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  creek  Thomas  Schoonmaker  who  still 
lives  there  ;  while  above  Peter's  Kill  was  Mr.  Isaac 
Davenport  and  a  little  above  lock  number  22  lived 
Elias  and  John  DePuy,  old  men  and  farmers.  John 
was  a  bachelor  who  enjoyed  sitting  before  the  large 
open  wood  fire  with  his  mug  of  cider  in  the  long  fall 
and  winter  evenings  relating  anecdotes  of  the  olden 
times  of  which  one  or  two  are  remembered.  It  was 
well  authenticated,  he  asserted,  that  many  years  before 
an  old  man  of  that  neighborhood,  while  the  country 
was  comparatively  new,  in  crossing  from  the  settlement 
on  the  east  side  of  Stony  Kill  to  the  settlement  on  the 
west  side,  saw,  as  he  stepped  upon  the  body  of  a  tree 
which  formed  a  bridge  over  the  channel,  coming 
towards  him  from  the  opposite  side,  a  boat  the  deck  of 
which  was  crowded  with  well  dressed  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen. They  had  music  and  were  dancing,  and  a  fes- 
tal air  pervaded  his  apparent  vision.  He  became 
alarmed  at  the  unwonted  spectacle,  and  returned  to  tell 
the  incident  to  his  family  and  friends,  giving  them  a 
minute  description  of  the  boat  and  passengers  and  the 
direction  in  which  it  came.     The  canal  as  surveyed 
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and  located  was  almost  identically  in  the  course  of  his 
phantom  boat  across  the  flats.  Uncle  John  lamented 
that  the  man  could  not  have  lived  to  see  the  canal  in 
actual  use,  if  it  were  to  be  built,  so  that  he  might  real- 
ize what  he  saw  in  his  vision — boats  passing  several 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  flats  on  the  line  his  imagin- 
ation had  traced.  The  same  man  went  out  one  even- 
ing, and  on  returning  remarked  to  his  family  that  a 
certain  house  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Rondout 
Creek  and  which,  though  some  distance  removed, 
could  be  distinctly  seen  in  day  time,  was  on  fire.  His 
family  going  out  to  look  and  seeing  no  signs  of  a  con- 
flagration charged  him  with  intending  to  deceive  them. 
He  however  insisted  that  the  house  was  on  fire  and  was 
nearly  consumed,  and  watched  it  until  he  said  one  of 
the  walls  (it  was  of  stone)  had  fallen.  Some  weeks  (or 
perhaps  longer)  after  the  house  did  burn,  one  member 
of  the  family  perishing  in  the  flames,  and  only  one  of 
the  four  walls  fell,  as  he  had  predicted. 

In  this  vicinity  resided  Elijah  Alliger,  John 
DePew  Schoonmaker  and  his  father,  Joachim  Schoon- 
maker.  Mr.  Alliger  had  a  small  place  and  was  manu- 
facturing and  sending  to  market  Esopus  mill-stones, 
which  were  at  that  time  extensively  used  throughout 
the  country.  At  Hardenbergh's  Bridge  lived,  at  that 
time  and  for  many  years  after,  John  G.  Hardenbergh, 
the  father  of  Eugene  Hardenbergh.  Jehosaphat 
Hasbrouck  was  his  near  neighbor,  living  in  a  stone 
house  which  has  since  disappeared  and  the  farm 
merged  into  that  of  Mr.  Hardenbergh.  David  Ver- 
nooy  lived  near  upon  a  large  farm,  and  beyond  was 
the  homestead  of  Capt.  Cornelius  Hoornbeck  whose 
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house  and  the  most  of  his  farm  were  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  Rondout  Creek.  The  canal  ran  through 
the  farm  for  about  a  mile.  From  Capt.  Hoornbeck's 
farm  to  the  widow  Bruyn's,  where  Benjamin  Bruyn 
now  resides,  was  principally  woods.  Here  were  two 
fine  large  farms  occupied  at  that  time,  the  one  by  the 
widow  Bruyn,  the  other  by  William  Hickson.  The 
latter  is  now  known  as  "  Port  Hickson."  From  this 
place,  with  the  exception  of  old  Uncle  Benjamin 
DePuys  (now  Port  Benjamin)  and  a  Mr.  Jansen  a  lit- 
tle above,  there  was  little  along  the  line  of  the  canal 
on  that  side  of  the  creek  to  the  county  line  (now 
Homowack)  except  an  abundance  of  laurels,  briers 
and  underbrush.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek 
where  Ellenville,  a  large  flourishing  village,  is  now 
situated,  lived  Nathan  Hoornbeck,  Jacob  E.  Bogardus 
and  Charles  Hartshorn.  Mr.  Hoornbeck  kept  a  small 
inn.  Mr.  Bogardus  cultivated  a  farm  and  Mr.  Harts- 
horn kept  a  small  store.  On  the  road  between  Ellen- 
ville and  the  county  line,  as  we  recollect,  lived  on  the 
hill  a  Mr.  Budd — further  on  Messrs.  Cutler  [or  Cutter], 
Moses  DeWitt  Lamour  (?),  Jacob  Brodhead,  Jacob  and 
Cornelius  Cantine,  John  Brodhead,  the  father  of  the 
late  Judge  Henry  Brodhead  of  this  city  and  Mr. 
Andrew  Brodhead  who  occupies  the  old  homestead, 
Henry  Brodhead  brother  of  John,  Newkerk,  Burtsell 
and  Penny. 

At  the  county  line  lived  John  and  Stephen  Cold- 
well  and  a  Mr.  Divens.  At  what  is  now  Phillipsport 
and  in  the  vicinity  were  living  Mr.  Budd,  Mr.  Deved  (?) 
and  a  Mr.  Topping,  and  a  little  further  on  was  Darius 
Cudney.     On  the  south  side  of  the   summit  swamp, 
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extending  along  Mamakating  Hollow  as  far  as  Rome, 
now  Wurtsboro,  were  several  good  farms,  the  Diven 
brothers,  General  Gumaer,  the  father  of  the  present 
General  Gumaer,  Cuykendall,  Jacob  Stanton,  recently 
deceased,  Hoombeek  and  Holmes.  At  Wurtsboro 
were  James  Pine,  Capt.  Miller,  the  father-in-law  of 
Harvey  R.  Morris,  Esq.,  who  kept  the  hotel  now  kept 
by  Samuel  Gumaer,  John  Dorrance  a  merchant,  Esquire 
Newkirk,  Dr.  Morrison,  Mr.  Masten  and  a  few  others. 
Wurtsboro  has  not  changed  materially.  Between 
there  and  Westbrookville  were  a  Mr.  Brewster,  three 
or  four  families  of  Browns  and  a  Mr.  McKown.  Old 
Uncle  Abraham  Westbrook  lived  at  Westbrookville. 
Near  this  point  is  where  the  Newburgh  people  pro- 
posed to  tunnel  Shawangunk  mountain  in  order  to 
bring  the  canal  to  Newburgh,  from  which  originated 
the  name  of  "  Tunnel  Hill."  From  this  point  to  Port 
Jervis  the  country  has  not  changed  as  much  as  the 
people.  There  were  several  families  of  Cuddebacks 
many  of  whom  were  prominent  men  and  whose  farms 
are  generally  still  occupied  by  their  descendants.  The 
Cuddebacks,  Gumaers,  Van  Ettens  and  Van  Inwigens 
were  the  principal  families.  They  were  plain,  substan- 
tial, well-to-do  farmers,  living  in  simple  state,  having 
most  of  the  comforts  but  few  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 
Uncle  Cornelius  Cuddeback  owned  a  fine  farm  com- 
prising many  broad  acres  of  the  Neversink  Flats,  a  few 
of  which  the  canal  appropriated,  somewhat  to  the  dis- 
gust of  "  Uncle  Case,"  although  his  sense  of  justice  and 
general  urbanity  were  not  lost  with  his  acres.  Mr, 
Huckley  who  took  the  contract  to  build  the  canal 
through  his  farm  came  there  to  prepare  to  commence 
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the  work  and  took  up  his  lodgings  with  "  Uncle  Case." 
When  the  old  gentleman  lighted  him  to  his  room  Mr. 
Huckley  inquiringly  looked  under  the  bed  and 
remarked  playfully,  "  Mr.  Cuddeback,  there  is  no 
'  night-hawk  '  here."  "  No,"  said  Uncle  Case,  "  we 
don't  keep  such  tings  in  dis  wooden  country,  but  sit 
down,  Mr.  Huckley,  and  I'll  pull  off  your  boots." 

At  that  time  Port  Jervis  was  occupied  as  farmland 
mostly  owned  by  Stephen  St.  John  and  Moses  Cudde- 
back. It  acquired  its  name  during  the  summer  of  1827 
while  that  portion  of  the  canal  was  in  process  of  con- 
struction. A  number  of  people  accidentally  gathered 
at  a  blacksmith's  shop  were  discussing  the  subject  of 
a  name  for  the  place.  It  had  previously  gone  by  the 
name  of  "  Carpenter's  Point,"  although  that  particular 
locality  was  in  reality  a  mile  below  where  the  Never- 
sink  empties  into  the  Delaware.  During  the  discus- 
sion a  Mr.  Valentine  happening  to  arrive  was  asked  to 
suggest  a  name.  "  Call  it  Port  Jervis,"  he  said,  "  in 
honor  of  John  B.  Jervis,  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the 
canal,"  and  it  has  since  borne  that  name. 

From  Port  Jervis  to  Honesdale  the  country  was 
comparatively  new.  The  inhabitants  were  few,  their 
mode  of  living  plain  and  simple  and  the  country 
almost  inaccessible.  Honesdale  was  a  dense  forest  of 
overgrown  hemlocks  and  other  large  trees  and  was 
known  as  the  "  Forks  of  the  Dyberry.''  Among  the 
first  settlers  there  were  Major  Torrey,  Forbes,  Russell 
and  Wilcox,  Russell  F.  and  Solomon  Lord.  Carbon- 
dale  was  also  a  wilderness  from  a  little  east  of  the  top 
of  the  mountain  about  five  miles  this  side,  except  a 
small  clearing  made  by  Mr.  Maurice  Wurts  just  about 
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the  log  house  which  he  erected  for  the  accommodation 
of  himself  and  his  men  while  digging  coal  out  of  the 
bed  of  the  Lackawanna  and  drawing  it  on  sleds  and 
wagons  over  a  road  cut  through  the  forest  up  the  side 
of  and  over  the  Moosic  mountain  to  the  "  Forks  of  the 
Dyberry,''  to  be  sent  on  rafts  down  the  Lackawanna 
and  Delaware  rivers  to  Philadelphia  whence  some  of 
it  was  shipped  to  Harrisburg  and  some  to  Albany,  to 
be  burned  in  the  respective  capitols  to  convince  the 
legislators  that  stone  would  burn.  No  coal  was  mined 
in  Carbondale  until  early  in  the  summer  of  1830.  In 
the  spring  of  that  year  the  writer  in  company  with 
John  B.  Jervis  and  James  Archibald  made  a  tour 
through  the  Wyoming  Valley,  visiting  all  the  coal 
mines  there  being  worked,  only  four  in  number,  and 
these  on  a  small  scale,  as  there  were  no  means  for  get- 
ting it  to  market  except  sending  it  down  the  Susque- 
hanna on  rafts,  and  very  little  being  needed  for  con- 
sumption in  the  immediate  vicinity.  The  coal  taken 
out  at  Carbondale  up  to  this  time  was  got  by  turning 
the  Lackawanna  out  of  its  course  and  excavating  it 
from  the  bed  of  the  stream.  Here  late  in  May  or 
early  in  June  1830  the  writer  commenced,  in  the  old 
bed  of  the  stream  a  little  above  where  the>  old  log 
house  stood,  to  work  underground  and  take  out  coal 
by  mining.  The  seam  worked  was  fifteen  (15)  feet 
thick  and  pitched  a  little  to  the  South  East — conse- 
quently going  in  at  an  angle  which  would  just  carry 
the  water  away  from  the  bottom  of  the  drift.  The 
land  above  their  heads  was  covered  with  a  growth  of 
large  hemlocks,  beeches  and  maples  from  the  trunks  of 
which  props  were   made  to  support  the  roof  of   the 
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mine,  leaving  occasionally  a  pillar  of  coal  to  serve  as 
main  supports.  This  was  the  first  attempt  at  mining 
coal  in  the  Lackawanna  valley. 

In  1827  and  1828  and  after  the  canal  had  been  com- 
pleted as  far  as  Port  Jervis,  the  iron  for  the  railroad 
from  Honesdale  to  Carbondale  and  the  stationary 
engines  and  machinery  were  shipped  on  the  canal  to 
that  place,  and  the  first  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred 
tons  of  coal  that  arrived  at  the  Strand  (as  it  was  then 
called)  was  hauled  in  wagons  from  Carbondale  to  Port 
Jervis  by  the  teams  which  took  the  railroad  iron  and 
machinery  to  Honesdale  and  the  different  points  along 
the  railroad  on  their  return.  From  the  above  brief 
and  imperfect  sketch  but  a  faint  idea  can  be  formed 
of  the  difficulties  which  the  intelligent  and  indomit- 
able energy  of  Maurice  Wurts  encountered  and  over- 
came in  inaugurating  and  carrying  out  such  an  enter- 
prise at  that  early  day. 

The  engineers  whom  Mr.  Wurts  called  to  his  assist- 
ance were  Benjamin  Wright,  Chief  Engineer  of  the 
Erie  Canal,  who  chose  as  his  first  assistant  John  B. 
Jervis  who  after  the  first  year  became  Engineer  in 
Chief.  Associated  with  Mr.  Jervis  as  resident  engi- 
neers were  John  B.  Mills,  Horatio  Allen,  James 
Archibald,  John  T.  Clark,  (subsequently  state  engi- 
neer), Portus  R.  Root,  Russell  F.  Lord  and  James  S. 
McEntee.  Mr.  Mills  is  still  living  (1874)  at  Peekskill. 
Mr.  Allen,  late  of  the  Novelty  Works,  is  consulting 
engineer  of  the  Brooklyn  bridge.  Mr.  Archibald  died 
at  Scranton  two  years  ago.  Mr.  Clark  is  also  dead. 
Mr.  Root  is  still  living  at  Utica.  Mr.  Lord,  who  for 
more  than  thirty  years  so  ably  and  faithfully  superin- 
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tended  the  canal  and  under  whose  supervision  it  was 
enlarged  in  1852  and  brought  to  its  present  state  of 
efficiency,  died  at  Honesdale  on  Sunday,  the  7th  of 
July,  1867. 

In  1827  Horatio  Allen  was  sent  to  England  by  the 
canal  company  to  purchase  the  railroad  iron  and  four 
locomotives  to  be  used  on  the  railroad  on  the  east  side 
of  the  mountain  between   Honesdale  and  the  summit. 
In  the  original  construction  of  this  railroad  a  consider- 
able portion  of  it  was  trestle-work  of  hemlock  timber 
built  in  1828,  and  as  it  stood  nearly  a  year  exposed  to 
the  sun  and  rains  it  had  shrunk  and  cracked  and  alto- 
gether become  a  rather  rickety  affair.     The  four  loco- 
motives arrived,    two  in  the  summer  of  1828  and  two 
in   1829,  and  were  shipped  on  a   sloop  to    Rondout 
where    two  of  them  were  put  upon  a  canal  boat  and 
taken  to  Honesdale.     Mr.  Allen  being  the  only  man 
in  the  country  who  had  any  practical  knowledge  of  a 
locomotive  was  of  course  obliged  to  be  present  to  put 
this  one  together,  place  it  on  the  track  and  start  it. 
Nothing  of  thekind  having  ever  before  been  seen  in  this 
country,  he  was  obliged  to  act  as  machinist,  engineer, 
fireman    and    all   hands.     After  all   was  in   readiness, 
with  steam  up  and  starting-bar  in  hand,  with  no  soul 
upon  the  train  beside  himself,  it  being  thought  pru- 
dent to  risk  as  little   human   life  as  possible  in  this 
initial  attempt,  he  opened  the  valve  and  away  he  flew 
for  four  miles  to  the  end  of  the  plain  when  he  reversed 
the  engine  and  came  back  to    the   place  of  starting. 
Considering  the  weak  and  crazy  state  of  the  road-bed, 
this  was  a  very  hazardous  trip,  so  much  so  that  it  never 
was  repeated.     It  could  not  however  be  considered  a 
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failure  in  all  respects.  It  was  the  first  trial  of  a  loco- 
motive on  the  continent  of  America  and  it  was  the 
last  and  only  work  that  either  of  those  four  locomo- 
tives was  ever  called  upon  to  perform  ;  for,  although 
they  weighed  less  than  five  tons  each,  they  were  con- 
sidered too  heavy  for  the  road  they  were  designed  for 
and  which  was  thereafter  arranged  so  that  horses  could 
perform  the  labor  they  were  intended  for.  Two  of 
them,  the  "  Fox  ''  and  the  "  Lion,  "  never  got  farther 
than  Rondout,  where  they  were  stored  in  a  tempor- 
ary shed  on  the  upper  dock  until  the  wood-work 
nearly  rotted  away,  the  boilers  having  been  taken  for 
other  uses.  They  were  finally  removed  to  the  white 
storehouse  near  the  present  Clinton  Hall,  and  were 
burned  up  in  a  fire  which  destroyed  the  building. 
It  is  a  matter  of  great  regret  that  one  of  them  could 
not  have  been  preserved. 

The  contractors,  so  far  as  can  be  recollected,  who 
were  employed  in  the  original  construction  of  the 
canal  were  as  follows : — Sage,  Farewell  and  Cook, 
Veeder  and  Vedder,  Pardee  and  Mears,  Mr.  Brayton, 
Richard  Morris,  Timothy  Farrell,  John  Freemyer, 
Button  and  Tussey,  Isaac  and  Derrick  Dubois,  Jacob 
L.  Snyder,  Isaac  L.  Hasbrouck,  Van  Ostuich  (?)  and 
Rodgers,  James  and  Alexander  McFarlane,  Mr.  Lewis, 
Elijah  and  Benjamin  Alliger,  Hickson  and  Brady,  Eph- 
raim  E.  DePuy,  John  D.  Schoonmaker,  John  G.  Har- 
denbergh,  Page  &  Co.,  I.  Livermore,  Billinghurst  &  Co., 
Rensselaer  Schuyler,  John  Dorrance,  Huckley  &  Town- 
send,  Carmichael  &  Co.,  Stone  &  Whipple,  W.  N.  Mc- 
Donald, and  Blake  and  McGinnes.  George  Law,  who 
subsequently  became  a  power  in    New  York,  worked 
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as  a  mason  on  the  locks  at  High  Falls.  Charles  Cook 
of  the  firm  of  Sage,  Farewell  &  Cook  settled  at  Elmira, 
was  Canal  Commissioner  of  the  State,  and  became 
wealthy  and  endowed  a  college. 

The  first  coal  brought  to  Rondout  came  in  boats 
from  Port  Jervis  after  ten  or  fifteen  hundred  tons  had 
been  drawn  there  in  wagons.  Six  boats  came  down 
in  a  fleet,  the  combined  cargoes  of  which  weighed  76 
tons,  11  hundred  weight,  which  was  put  upon  a  sloop 
belonging  to  Mr.  Charles  McEntee  and  carried  to  New 
York,  having  been  weighed  with  scales  on  the  deck  of 
the  vessel,  no  weigh-lock  having  yet  been  con- 
structed. The  approach  of  the  first  fleet  of  boats  had 
been  heralded  and  a  large  number  of  people  assembled 
on  the  hill  at  Rondout  near  where  Victor  Quillard's 
house  now  stands,  having  with  them  a  cannon  with  the 
volleys  from  which  they  welcomed  the  approaching 
boats  as  they  came  in  sight  on  the  creek  near  Wilbur. 
The  Hon.  John  Suydam  made  a  spirited  harangue, 
after  which  Benjamin  I.  Seward  addressed  the  people 
and  in  his  enthusiasm  asserted  that  there  were  people 
within  the  sound  of  his  voice  who  would  live  to  see  a 
hundred  thousand  tons  of  coal  arriving  by  this  canal 
in  one  year.  Where  in  those  days  could  have  been 
found  the  credulity  which  would  have  accepted  in 
lieu  of  his  "  hundred  thousand  "  a  million  and  a  half, 
when  even  Mr.  Wurts,  the  soul  of  the  enterprise,  in 
the  wildest  flights  of  his  ambition  dreamed  only  of 
being  able  to  bring  half  a  million  tons  to  tidewater? 


EDITOR  OF  Olde  Ulster  : — Twenty-five  years  ago, 
more  or  less,  I  came  into  possession  of  the  foregoing 
paper  descriptive  of  the  building  and  early  days  of  the 
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Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal.  I  was  unsuccessful  in 
my  attempts  to  ascertain  its  author,  and  allowed  the 
matter  to  rest  until  1895  when  I  sent  the  original 
manuscript  to  the  late  Hon.  James  G.  Lindsley.  He 
returned  it  to  me  promptly  enclosing  a  note,  dated  the 
13th  of  June,  1895,  from  the  late  Col.  John  McEntee, 
stating  as  follows  :— "  There  is  no  doubt  but  this  paper 
was  written  by  Jervis  McEntee,  at  the  dictation  of  his 
father,  James  S.  McEntee.  There  are  a  few  additions 
and  corrections  in  the  handwriting  of  the  old  gentle- 
man. I  have  looked  over  the  paper  and  find  incidents 
recorded  which  I  have  heard  Mr.  McEntee  relate. 
About  a  week  since  a  party  of  New  York  artists  visited 
our  club  on  their  way  up  the  canal  by  canal-boat  on  a 
sketching  tour,  and  I  related  to  them  the  tradition  of 
the  man  having  had  a  vision  of  a  canal-boat  passing 
through  the  fields  where  the  canal  afterward  ran.  I 
was  pleased  to  see  the  story  I  have  so  often  heard  Mr. 
McEntee  relate  recorded  here.  I  am  quite  familiar 
with  the  handwriting  of  both  Jervis  and  his  father." 
The  length  of  the  paper  will  not  permit  me  to  enlarge 
upon  many  interesting  experiences,  not  widely  known, 
connected  with  the  careers  of  the  late  James  S. 
McEntee  and  his  distinguished  chief,  John  B.  Jervis. 
They  will  live,  however,  in  their  works,  and  future 
generations  will  profit  by  the  energy  and  example  of 
their  strenuous  lives.  Mr.  Lindsley  expressed  a  desire 
that  I  should  publish  this  paper,  and  I  know  of  no 
more  fitting  time  to  do  so  than  the  present. 
Sincerely,  etc., 

Roswell  Randall  Hoes. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard,  Va.,  18th  of  August,  1910. 
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Contributed  by  Helen  Reed  de  Laporte,  A.B. 


F  the  Mattys  Jansen  van  Ceulen,  the 
ancestor  of  the  Van  Keuren  family,  is 
the  Mattys  van  Ceulen  of  the  Dutch 
West  India  Company,  then  to  one,  at 
least,  of  the  early  residents  of  Kingston 
belongs  the  title  of  patroon.  The  cen- 
tral power  of  this  association  (the  West 
India  Company)  was  divided  for  con- 
venience into  four  chambers  established  in  different 
cities  of  the  Netherlands,  the  managers  of  which  were 
called  "  Lords-Directors.'' 

Of  these  Amsterdam  was  the  most  important,  and 
to  this  chamber  was  entrusted  the  management  of  the 
New  Netherlands.  Of  the  XIX  delegates  who  con- 
stituted the  board  of  managers,  Amsterdam  furnished 
nine.  Each  director  had  to  have  six  thousand  guild- 
ers of  his  own  money  invested  in  the  company,  and  his 
pay  was  one  per  cent  commissions  on  the  outfits  and 
returns  and  the  prizes,  with  one  half  of  one  per  cent 
on  the  gold  and  silver. 

Commissions  on  prizes  were  an  important  part  of 
the  managers'  fees,  for  on  September  9th,  1628  Admiral 
Pieter  Pietersen  Heyn  proceeded  to  the  West  Indies, 
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and  captured  in  Mantanzas  the  entire  Spanish  "  Plate 
Fleet,"  with  cargoes  valued  at  $5,000,000. 

Among  the  names  of  these  Lords-Directors  who 
served  the  company  from  the  chamber  at  Amsterdam, 
from  the  beginning  to  1636,  we  find  five  who  are  des- 
ignated as  "  Principal-partner  Directors."  These  were 
Pieter  Ranst,  Carel  Looten,  Jehan  Raye,  Killaen  van 
Rensselaer  and  Matthias  van  Ceulen. 

On  the  16th  of  October,  1630  van  Rensselaer, 
Bloomert,  DeLaet,  Matthias  van  Ceulen,  Hendrick 
Hamel  and  other  directors  of  the  West  India  Company 
formed  an  association  for  planting  a  colony  on  the 
South  or  Delaware  river.  Equalizing  all  expected 
advantages,  they  equipped  a  ship  and  a  yacht  for  that 
quarter  where  they  designed  to  raise  tobacco  and 
grain,  and  to  prosecute  the  whaling  industry. 

In  the  meantime,  such  had  been  the  activity  of  the 
agents  employed  by  the  patroons  to  purchase  their 
colonies,  that  the  titles  obtained  from  the  Indians 
were  laid,  duly  authenticated,  by  the  Director-General 
and  the  Council  at  Fort  Amsterdam  before  the 
Assembly  of  the  XIX,  on  November  the  28th,  1630 
when  the  new  patroons  received  the  congratulations 
of  the  other  directors  of  the  company.  The  formal 
registration  of  the  patents  followed  a  few  days  after- 
ward and  on  December  2nd  they  were  sealed  "  with 
the  seal  of  New  Netherland."  Fourteen  days  after- 
ward complete  lists  of  the  several  patroonships  were 
delivered  to  the  company's  solicitor  and  the  whole 
transactions  were  unanimously  confirmed  by  the  Assem- 
bly of  the  XIX  at  the  meeting  of  that  body  in  Zeeland  in 
the  beginning  of  the  following  year  (January  8th,  163 1). 

306 


Mattys  Jansen  van  Ceulen,  the  Patroon  of  Zwaancndal 

Meanwhile  the  expedition  under  de  Vries,  which 
had  sailed  from  the  Texel  December  I2th,  1630,  had 
arrived  safely  at  the  South  river.  The  settlers,  thirty 
in  number,  were  landed  on  the  western  shore  about 
three  leagues  within  Cape  Cornelius,  near  the  entrance 
to  a  stream  called  the  "  Hoar  Kil." 

They  at  once  erected  a  house  surrounded  with  pal- 
isadoes,  which  served  as  a  fort,  trading-house  and  place 
of  residence.  In  the  spring  and  summer  they  put  in 
the  crops  and  were  in  a  fair  way  of  succeeding,  when 
de  Vries  left  Zwaanendal  for  Holland  to  make  his 
report  to  those  interested. 

While  matters  of  importance  were  being  discussed 
between  the  company  and  the  patroons  word  reached 
Holland  that  the  Indians  had  utterly  destroyed  "  the 
Colonie  of  Zwaanendal."  The  Dutch,  as  was  their 
custom  on  taking  possession  of  a  new  plantation, 
erected  a  post  to  which  they  affixed,  in  token  of  sov. 
ereignty,  a  piece  of  tin  on  which  they  traced  the  arms 
of  the  United  Companies.  An  Indian  chief,  taking  a 
fancy  to  this  glittering  bauble,  and  ignorant  of  the 
impropriety  of  his  act,  carried  it  off.  Gillis  Hooselt, 
one  of  the  company's  men,  who  had  been  placed  in 
charge  by  de  Vries,  looked  upon  this  as  a  national 
insult,  and  showed  so  much  dissatisfaction  that  the 
Indians,  to  make  amends  for  this  unintentional  wrong, 
killed  their  chief  and  returned  with  the  token  of  the 
bloody  deed.  This  caused  the  Dutch  commander 
much  grief,  but  it  was  too  late.  The  spirit  of  revenge 
had  been  aroused  in  the  dead  chief's  friends  and  they 
determined  to  avenge  the  latter's  death. 

The  colony  of  Zwaanendal  now  numbered  thirty- 
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four  persons,  all  of  whom  were  set  upon  in  a  treacher- 
ous manner  under  the  guise  of  friendship  and  every 
man  of  them  slain.  Thus  terminated  the  "colonie  " 
of  the  '•  Valley  of  the  Swans  "  to  the  almost  total  loss 
of  the  projectors. 

Between  1636  and  1646  van  Ceulen  came  to  Amer- 
ica. An  account  on  the  books  of  the  patroon  of 
Rensselaerswyk,  dating  from  1644  to  1646,  shows  him 
in  Fort  Orange  at  that  time  and  it  further  states  that 
he  died  about  1648.  Riker,  in  his  history  of  Harlem» 
states  that  Mattys  Jan  van  Ceulen  obtained  a  patent 
for  fifty  morgens  of  land  at  Kingsbridge,  and  that  at 
the  date  of  the  patent  he  lived  at  Fort  Orange.  The 
list  of  patents  issued  by  the  Dutch  government  states 
further  that  the  patent  was  issued  August  8th,  1646; 
that  it  was  called  the  Papperimemins  (Manhats)  and 
that  it  was  confirmed  to  his  heirs  in  1667. 

Sometime  before  1660  his  widow  had  married 
Thomas  Chambers,  as  her  name  appears  on  the  records 
of  the  old  Dutch  church  as  Margaret  Chambers. 
Some  money  of  his  estate  must  have  been  invested  in 
the  Esopus  as,  upon  the  15th  of  February,  1663  the 
deacons  loaned  one  thousand  guilders  upon  his  estate. 

Mattys  Jansen  van  Ceulen  (Keulen  being  the  Dutch 
name  for  Cologne  which  was  not  then  as  now  a  Ger- 
man city)  left  four  children,  and  his  descendants  have 
always  been  identified  with  Old  Ulster.     They  were 

I.     Jan  Mattysen,  whose  family  assumed  the  name 

of  Jansen. 

II.     Cattryn,  who  in   1660  married  Jan  Jansen  van 

Amersfort  (L.   I.),  who  afterwards  assumed 

the  name  of  van  Steenbergen  and  became  the 
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founder  of  that  family.  This  was  the  first 
marriage  recorded  on  the  Kingston  records. 

III.  Annetje,  who   married    March    u,    1669   Jan 

Hendricksen  Peer,  alias  Persen,  sergeant  in 
the  force  of  Captain  Martin  Cregier,  which 
rescued  the  captive  women  and  children 
taken  in  the  Indian  massacre  of  June  7th, 
1663  at  the  Esopus. 

IV.  Mattys    Mattysen,   who   married    the    eldest 

daughter  of  Tjerck  Claessen  DeWitt,  and 
whose  descendants  retained  the  name  van 
Keuren. 

4*  •§»•§. 

A  FEW  OLD  LETTERS 


OLDE  ULSTER  is  indebted  for  the  following  letters 
to  Robert  L.  Loughran,  M.  D.,  of  New  York  City : 

"  Major  Peter  van  Gaasbeek,  Esopus. 
To  the  care  of  Capt.  Swardt. 
"  My  dear  friend, 

' '  According   my  promise    I  inform 
you  how  matters  are  here,  but  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 

mention  every  body's  neam  which  is  gone  tp  the  D 

I  am  however  for  nobody  more  sorry  as  for  our  good 
Friends,  John    and  Nic.   Roosevelt,  which    are   not  worth 

one  shilling  more ,  and  I  am  also  unfortunate  enough 

to  be  a  looser and  all  over  Oneida  affair  is  knocked 

in  the  head .  Pleas  to  keep  it  however  with  your- 
self, but  to  inform  Spoar  (?)  that  ther  will  nothing  been  don 
this  summer  at  the  Oneida  Lake  and  that  he  must  go  to 

work  at  Mr.  Smedes,  or  where  he  pleases  for  this  reason 

God  knows  what  will  become  of  us  all  yett  I  expect  to  see 
you  again  in  Esopus,     I  have  no  time  to  write  you  more  at 
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present.  Capt.  Swardt  will  take  care  of  your  lettres  directed 
to  the  care  of  John  Haasbrock.  Adieu,  I  remain  for  ever 
all  yours.  "  EA.   deZeng. 

"P.  S.      In  great  heast. 
"Newyorck,  Aprill  the  16,  1792." 


"Peter  van  Gaasbeek,  Esq.,  Esopus.  1 

To  the  particular  care  of  Doctor  Doll. 
"  My  dear  Sir. 

"I  have  but  a  moments  time  to 
write  to  you.  The  14  or  15  of  this  month  I  shall  see  you 
at  Esopus.  I  beg  you  for  God  sake  to  be  then  at  home, 
if  possible,  and  if  your  sloop  comes  to  New  yorck  before 
that  time  to  send  the  mill  stones  to  Mr.  Embree  which 
makes  a  great  roring  about  them  and  good  ones.  Matters 
don't  loock  well  here,  there  is  no  money  and  no  credit,  but 
every  body  is  a  calling  for  pay.  I  expect  an  answer  from 
you  but  have  not  had  that  pleasure.  I  hope  Spoar  knows 
that  there  is  nothing  to  do  at  least  for  this  year  at  Oneida, 
as  whe  are  all  almost  ruined  except  Scriba.  I  have  no  time 
to  write  you  anny  more  at  present  as  the  slop  is  agoing,  for 
God  sake  be  at  home  the  14  or  15  of  this  month.  I  remain 
as  ever, 

' '  all  your' s, 

"F.  A.  de  Zeng. 
"P.  S.     In  great  heast. 
"  Newyorck,  May  the  5,  1792." 


"Be  it  remembered  that  on  this  the  20th  Day 
of  September  it  is  mutually  agreed  between  Fre.  A.  Dezeng 
of  the  one  part  &  Willm.  Hoghtaling  &  Teunis  Hoghtaling  of 
the  other  Part — Viz:  then  said  party  of  the  last  part  do  sell 
unto  the  party  of  the  first  part  a  negro  wench  named  Phillis 
for  the  sum  of  Fourty  Pounds  on  the  following  conditions,  if 
he  keeps  her — the  party  of  the  first  part  is  to  take  her  on 
tryal  for  fourteen  days  and  if  he  does  not  keep  her  the  Bar- 
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gain  to  be  void,  if  he  keeps  her — the  party  of  the  first  part 
is  to  pay  at  the  expiration  of  the  fourteen  days  Twenty 
Pounds  &  the  further  sum  of  twenty  pounds  at  the  expira- 
tion of  ten  months  or  on  the  first  day  of  July  next. 

"In  witness  whereof  the  Parties  have  hereunto 
set  their  Hands  &  Seals  the  26th  Sept.  1791. 

"F.  A.  deZeng.     (seal) 
"  Whilhelmus  Houghtaling.      (seal) 
"  Witness  : 

Peter  Van  Gaasbeek 
Jacob  Delamater,  Junr." 

THE  COMMITTEE  OF  ULSTER  COUNTY 

During  the  Revolution  there  was  in  each  county  of 
the  State  a  committee  to  have  charge  of  the  cause  of 
the  patriots,  especially  in  regard  to  the  disaffected  and 
the  Tories.  As  a  matter  of  record  the  names  of  those 
who  served  on  the  Ulster  County  Committee  were  as 
follows:  Abel  Belknap,  David  Belknap,  Mattys  Blans- 
jan,  Robert  Boyd,  Jr.  (Chairman),  Samuel  Brewster, 
Hendrick  Constable,  Ephraiuu  DePuy,  Andries  DeWitt, 
Jr.,  J  K  DeWitt,  Benjamin  Deyo,  Egbert  DuMond, 
J'lhn  Du'Tiont,  John  Dunning,  Coonraad  C.  Elmen- 
dorph,  John  A.  Hardenbergh,  Jacob  Hasbrouck,  Joseph 
Hasbrouck  (Treasurer),  Benjamin  Kuddebak,  Nathan- 
iel Hull,  Henry  Jansen,  Samuel  King,  William  Law- 
rence, William  Miller,  Petrus  Mynderse,  Thomas 
Palmer,  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker  (Chairman  and 
Clerk),  Johannis  Slegt,  Philip  Swart,  Philip  Swart- 
wout,  Cornelius  Tack,  Jacobus  Van  Wagenen,  Andrew 
Walker,  James  Wilkins,  Dirck  D.  Wynkoop  and  Wil- 
liam Young. 
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FORTIFYING  KINGSTON  IN   THE   OLD 
FRENCH   WAR 


This  magazine,  in  Volume  III,  pages  103-113 
described  the  attacks  and  alarms  during  the  troubles 
known  as  the  French  and  Indian  War,  a  few  years  pre- 
vious to  the  Revolution,  so  far  as  they  related  to  Ulster 
county.  The  outrages  in  the  valley  of  the  Rondout 
upon  the  defenseless  settlers  by  the  Indians,  the  burn- 
ings, plunderings  and  scalpings  brought  to  the  very 
doors  and  hearths  of  our  fathers  the  necessity  for 
security  through  fortifications.  Accordingly  we  find 
upon  the  records  of  the  trustees  of  Kingston  Commons 
such  resolutions  as  these  : 

"  November  9,  1758.  Ordered  that  Johannes  Snyder 
and  Anthony  Hoffman  shall  have  the  care  of  providing  a 
room  for  his  Majesty's  forces  in  the  town  of  Kingston,  for 
the  use  of  Hospital  in  the  best  manner  they  can. 

"  Ordered  that  Severyn  Bruyn,  Anthony  Hoffman  and 
Johannes  Snyder,  be  a  committee  to  report  to  Gen.  Gage, 
commanding  officer  of  his  Majesty's  forces,  concerning  the 
quartering  of  his  Majesty's  troops,  and  to  apply  to  the  jus- 
tices for  their  assistance  to  settle  the  effects  that  may  arise." 

"July  16,  1759- — By  order  of  Governor  De  Lancey, 
directed  to  the  trustees,  it  was  resolved  to  build  one  block- 
house of  32  feet  long  within,  and  24  feet  wide  within,  with 
a  stone  partition  in  the  middle,  and  two  fireplaces  with  a 
double  chimney,  and  a  stone  cellar  under  the  one-half  of  said 
house,  Cornelius  Persen  to  furnish  materials  and  have  the 
oversight   of  building. ' ' 

"  Nov.    27,   1760. — Ordered  that  Johannis  Persen  and 
Johannis  Snyder,  Jun.,  by  way  of  public  vendue,  sell  all  the 
house  furniture  lately  provided  by  the  trustees  for  the  use  of 
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a  hospital  for  his  Majesty's  troops.  Granted  to  Paulus 
Ploegh,  Nov.  24,  1760  the  use  of  the  guard-house  for  the 
rent  of  £1,  per  annum." 

"Nov.  9,  1763. — Ordered  that  the  trustees  shall  supply 
the  guard-house  with  firewood  for  the  night-watch,  and 
William  Ellsworth,  Esq.,  is  to  have  the  care  of  the  same,  and 
is  to  be  paid  3  shillings  per  load  for  his  reward. ' ' 

LINE  A  GE  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  MEYER  FA  MIL  Y 


Continued  from  Vol.  VI. ,  page  2S6 


(CCCCXLIX.)  Eliza  De  Witt  Myer4  (Samuel*, 
Stephanus2,  Christian1)  was  born  at  Saugerties,  New 
York  14  August,  1815  ;  married  at  Kingston,  New 
York,  4  March,  1847  William  H.  Hendricks,  born 
18  September,  1807.  Eliza  De  Witt  died  7  June  1887. 
William  H.  died  24  December,  1887.  They  resided 
in  the  City  of  Kingston,  New  York,  where  he  was  a 
boot  and  shoe  merchant.     Children  : 

b  (454)  Isaac  Post5:  Born  5  Oct.  1847;  mar-  18  Oct. 
1870  Sarah  Moore,  b.  1  June  1848,  daugh- 
ter of  George  Moore  and  Mary  Persen. 
Sarah  d.  20  Sept.  1908. 

b  (455)  George  Washington5:  Born  23  Sept.  1853; 
d.  23  Oct.  1853. 

b  (456)  Elizabeth  De  Witt5:  Born  28  Apr.  1857;  d. 
11  May,  i860 

(CCCCL.)  Silas  Myer4  (Samuel*,  Stephanus2, 
Christian1)  was  born  at  Saugerties,  New  York  2  May 
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1818  ;  married  at  Kingston,  New  York  27  October, 
1840  ARRIETTA  M.  M.  OSTERHOUDT,  born  31  January, 
1817,  daughter  of  Peter  T.  Osterhoudt  and  Elizabeth 
Hendricks.  Silas  died  14  November,  1896.  Arrietta 
died  15  February,  1896.  They  resided  in  Kingston, 
New  York.  Children  : 
b    (457)     Isaac  Post5:  Born  27  July  1841 ;  d.  7  Apr. 

1842. 
b    (458)     Elizabeth5:  Born  28  Apr.  1843;  d-  2&  Feb. 

1856. 
a    (459)     Alfred  S.5 :  Born  29  Jan.  1846. 
a    (460)     Peter  Osterhoudt5:  Born  23  Feb.  1849. 
a    (461)     Henry  Snyder5:  Born  17  March  185 1. 

(CCCCLI.)  LYSANDER  Myer4  (Samuel3,  Ste- 
phanus2,  Christian1)  was  born  at  Saugerties,  New  York 
22  June,  1821  ;  married  28  August,  1857  Sarah  A, 
NiCHOLS,  born  —  March,  1828,  daughter  of  Sylvester 
Nichols  and  Lucy  Evelyn  Hamilton.  Lysander  died 
26  January,  1861.  Sarah  A.  died  17  April,  1863.  They 
resided  at  Athens,  Greene  county,  N.  Y.     No  children. 

(CCCCLII.)  Mary  Catherine  Myer4  (Samuel3, 
Stephanus2,  Christian1)  was  born  at  Saugerties,  New 
York  7  Mar.  1831 ;  mar.  29  Dec.  1853  William  Wal- 
lace Hume,  born  2  Mar.  1824,  son  of  John  Hume  and 
Catherine  Brink.  Mary  Catherine  died  23  November, 
1885.  William  Wallace  died  5  February,  1871.  They 
resided  in  the  City  of  Kingston,  New  York.  Children  : 
b  (462)  William  Gosman5:  Born  7  March,  1855; 
mar.  16  Apr.  1878  Jane  B.  DuBois.  Wil- 
liam d.  12  Feb.  1896. 
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b    (463)    Cornelius5:  Born  27  Apr.  1856  ;  mar.  3  Jan. 

1878  Lida  M.  Brodhead. 

b    (464)     Myron5:  Born    2   May,    1858;  mar.  6  Apr. 

1881  Nellie  E.  Salmon.     Myron  d.  30  Oct. 

1908.     Nellie  d.  20  Mar.  1905. 
b    (465)     Silas  Myer5:  Born  13  Oct.  1861  ;  mar.  2  Jan. 

1879  Theresa  Shinners.  He  d.  20  Nov.  1886 
b    (466)     Henry   Snyder5:  Born  7  March  1863;  d.  6 

Dec.  1895,  unmarried. 

(CLV.)  Jane  Myer4  (Hendricus3.  John  Wilhelm2, 
Christian1)  was  born  30  June,  1784;  married  at  Kings- 
ton New  York,  30  January,  1808  Luke  Kiersted, 
born  at  Saugerties,  New  York  29  September,  1780,  son 
of  Christopher  Kiersted  and  Lea  DuBois.  They  resided 
at  Durham,  Greene  county,  New  York  to  which  place 
they  removed  from  Saugerties  in  181 1.  Jane  died  12 
June,  1825.  Luke  died  13  June,  1861.  Children: 
b    (467)     Christopher5 :  Born  at  Saugerties,  N.  Y.  12 

Nov.  1808  ;  d.  28  Apr.  1809. 
b  (468)  John  Henry5:  Born  at  Saugerties,  N.  Y.  30 
Apr.  1810 ;  mar.  (ist)  24  June,  1845  Maria 
Brodhead,  dau.  of  Jonathan  Brodhead  and 
Sarah  Hardenbergh.  John  Henry  mar. 
(2nd)  21  Dec.  1869  Eliza  Angie  Fitch,  b.  6 
July  1834,  daughter  of  Eleazer  D.  Fitch 
and  Sophronia  Carey.  John  Henry  d.  30 
Jan.  1833. 
b  (469)  Christopher  L.5 :  Born  at  Durham,  N.  Y.  31 
Mar.  1812;  mar.  21  Oct.  1839  Elizabeth 
Palen,  b.  9  Nov.  1815,  daughter  of  Jona- 
than Palen  and    Rachel    DuBois.     Eliza- 
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beth  d.  ii  July,  1886.  Christopher  L. 
died  7  Feb.  1880. 

b  (470)  Alexander5 :  Born  at  Durham,  N.  Y.  28 
Dec.  1813  ;  married  in  New  York  1  June, 
1848  Drusilla  Brewster  Beach,  b.  at  North- 
ampton, Mass.  30  Nov.  1880,  dau.  of  Moses 
Yale  Beach  and  Nancy  Day.  Alexander 
d.  20  Jan.  1890. 

b  (471)  Maria5:  Born  23  Feb.  1819;  d.  21  July, 
1840,  unmarried. 

(CXXXV.)  Jonathan  Myers5  (Andrew4,  Jona- 
than3, Petrus2,  Christian1),  a  farmer  and  fruit  grower, 
was  born  at  Flatbush,  near  Kingston,  New  York.  5 
December  1823.  In  July  1827  his  parents  removed 
to  Cayuga  county,  New  York,  locating  two  and  one- 
half  miles  northwest  of  the  village  of  Port  Byron,  on 
Lot  45,  township  of  Brutus  in  a  section  sparcely  set- 
tled, his  father  having  purchased  the  previous  October 
a  tract  having  a  few  acres  of  cleared  land  upon  which 
a  log  cabin  had  been  built,  the  balance  being  heavily 
timbered.  The  family  were  early  pioneers  of  that 
region.  He  married  (1st)  20  May,  1846  Laura  Beach, 
born  at  Mentz,  Cayuga  county,  N.  Y.  26  April  1822,  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Beach  and  Mary  Holcomb,  and 
a  descendant  of  John  Beach,  a  first  settler  of  New 
Haven,  Conn.  In  1850  he  purchased  a  farm  near  that 
of  his  father,  and,  three  years  later,  another  adjoining, 
upon  which  he  lived  until  1,894.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Port 
Byron,  of  which  he  was  an  officer  for  nearly  forty 
years.  Laura  died  at  Port  Byron,  N.  Y.  6  September, 
1890.  In  April,  1894  he  went  to  Illinois,  living  with 
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his  daughter  at  River  Forest,  where  he  married  (2nd) 
5  January,  1897,  Olive  LAVINIA  FRENCH,  of  Webster, 
New  York,  born  24  October,  1841,  daughter  of  Cyrus 
French  and  Nancy  Beach  and  widow  of  Nathaniel 
Knight.  Olive  Lavinia  died  at  Webster,  N.  Y.  24 
June,  1904.  Jonathan  died  at  the  home  of  his  daugh- 
ter in  Seattle,  Washington,  3  January,  1907.  He,  his 
wife  Laura  and  his  wife,  Olive,  are  buried  in  Mount 
Pleasant  cemetery,  Port  Byron,  New  York.  Children 
of  Jonathan  Myers  and  Laura  Beach  : 
a  (472)  Theodore  Benjamin6:  Born  21  April,  1848. 
a  (473)  Mary  Catherine6 :  Born  16  June,  1852. 
a    (474)     George  Allen6:  Born  2  May,  1859. 

The  above  children  were  born  in  Port  Byron,  New 
York. 

(CXXXII.)  Hannah  Myers*  (Andrew*,  Jona- 
than3, Petrus2,  Christian1)  was  born  in  Flatbush,  Ulster 
county,  New  York  25  May,  1818;  married  in  Port 
Byron,  New  York,  14  January,  1836,  JOHN  EGBERT 
KROM,  a  millwright  and  cabinet  maker,  born  in  Hur- 
ley, Ulster  county,  New  York,  19  March,  181 1  ;  son 
of  Hyman  Krom  and  Elsie  Houghtaling.  John 
Egbert  and  family  removed  from  Conquest,  Cayuga 
county,  New  York  to  Edwardsburg,  Michigan,  about 
1854.  Hannah  diad  30  April,  1855.  John  Egbert 
died  21  August,  1892,  at  Edwardsburg,  Michigan. 
Children  : 

b    (475)     Mary  Jane6;  Born    1    Dec.    1836;  mar.    16 
Apr.  1856  Emmett  Marsh,  b.  12  Dec.  1829, 
son  of  Austin  C.  Marsh  and  Zada  Case, 
b    (476)     Elsie   Ann6:  Born    27   June,    1839;  mar-   2 
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July,  1857  William  M.  Curtis,  b.  28  Sept. 
1826,  son  of  James  Harvey  Curtis  and 
Polly  Maria  Dudley. 

b  (477)  Maria  Louisa6:  Born  13  March,  1842  ;  died 
26  Oct.  1854. 

b  (478)  Frances6:  Born  5  Feb.  1843;  mar.  23  Feb. 
1862,  David  H.  Robbins,  b.  12  May,  1828, 
son  of  Milton  Brewster  Robbins  and  Sarah 
Vantyne. 

b  (479)  George  Washington6 :  Born  7  Sept.  1845  ! 
died  17  Oct.  1850. 

b  (480)  Andrew  Myer6:  Born  8  Nov.  1847;  mar- 
(1st)  27  September  1870,  Emma  Myrtle 
McNeil,  b.  10  Aug.  1850,  daughter  of 
William  Belknap  McNeil  and  Lidia  Birds- 
ley.  Emma  Myrtle  d.  15  Sept.  1872.  He 
mar.  (2nd)  20  Oct.  1874,  Carrie  Allen 
McNeil,  b.  5  Feb.  1855,  daughter  of  Hugh 
Crowell  McNeil  and  Martha  Amelia 
Ives.     Andrew  d.  25  Mar.  1890. 

b  (481)  Ida  Stewart6:  Born  14  Mar.  1850;  d.  28 
Sept.  1850. 

b  (482)  Annette6:  Born  22  Sept.  185 1  ;  mar.  9  Nov. 
1869,  Myron  Robinson,  b.  9  Mar.  1846, 
son  of  Nathan  Robinson  and  Margaret 
Hanson. 

b  (483)  Burdette6:  Born  22  Sept.  1881  (twin  of  pre- 
ceding)  d.  7  Oct.  1854. 

b    (484)     Adelbert6:    Born    Edwardsburg,    Mich.    31 
Jan.  1855. 
All  the  above  children  were  born  at  Conquest,  N. 

Y,  except  the  last. 
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(CXXXVI.)  Mary  Myers*  (Andrew*,  Jonathan^, 
Petrus2,  Christian1)  was  born  in  Port  Byron,  New  York, 
23  July,  1835  ;  married  at  Port  Byron,  N.  Y.  16  May, 
1855,  Severyn  BruynSchoonmaker,  a  farmer,  born 
in  Kingston,  New  York,  21  August,  1827,  son  of  Jona- 
than Schoonmaker  and  Anna  Maria  Eamans.  Mary 
died  30  September  1863.  Severyn  Bruyn  died  20 
March,  1889.  They  resided  at  Kingston,  New  York. 
Child : 

b  (485)  Clarence  Heckman6:  Born  at  Port  Byron, 
N.  Y.  6  Sept.  1859;  mar.  17  June  1885, 
Fannie  Winne,  b.  10  June,  1863,  dau.  of 
Calvin  Winne  and  Catherine  Hudler. 

To  be  continued 
ONTEORA  TO  THE  PINE 


Thou  tall,  majestic  monarch  of  the  wood, 

That  standeth  where  no  wild  vine  dares  to  creep, 

Men  call  thee  old,  and  say  that  thou  hast  stood 
A  century  upon  my  rugged  steep  ; 

Yet  unto  me  thy  life  is  but  a  day, 

When  I  recall  the  things  that  I  have  seen, 

The  forest  monarchs  that  have  passed  away, 
Upon  the  spot  where  first  I  saw  thy  green. 

For  I  am  older  than  the  age  of  man, 

Of  all  the  living  things  that  crawl  or  creep, 
Or  birds  of  air,  or  creatures  of  the  deep, 

I  was  the  first  dim  outline  of  God's  plan, — 
Only  the  waters  of  the  restless  sea 
And  the  infinite  stars  in  heaven  are  old  to  me. 

Clarence  E.  Hawkes 
319 


OLDE     VLSTER 


AN HISTORICAL  &  GENEALOGICAL  MA GAZINE 

Publifhed  Monthly,  in  the  City  of 
King/ton,  New  York,  by 
BENJAMIN     MYER      BRINK 

Te  rms: —  Three  dollars  a  year  in  Advance.      S  ingle 
Copies,   twenty-five   cents 

Entered  as  second  class  matter  at  the  post  office  at  Kingston,  N.  Y. 


It  affords  us  great  pleasure  to  place  before 
our  readers  this  month  the  story  of  the  Delaware  and 
Hudson  Canal  told  by  the  man  who,  as  civil  engineer, 
built  it.  The  preliminary  work  was  done  largely  by 
others.  But  when  the  actual  construction  began  he 
became  resident  engineer  and  the  canal  was  really 
built  under  his  supervision.  So  was  the  construction 
of  the  docks  in  Rondout.  It  was  he  who  mined  the 
first  coal  in  the  Lackawanna  valley.  The  publication 
of  his  manuscript  suggests  that  there  must  be  in  exist- 
ence throughout  this  old  county  many  similar  papers 
which  have  never  seen  the  light.  There  have  been 
many  people  connected  with  enterprises  who  have 
written  out  their  stories  to  preserve  or  to  transmit 
them  to  their  posterity,  and  these  stories  lie  in  faded 
ink  on  musty  paper  in  some  old  garret.  Old  Ulster 
would  like  to  get  such  for  its  pages.  This  story  of  the 
canal  had  thus  been  lying  in  a  mass  of  seemingly 
worthless  papers.  As  we  have  rescued  it  we  would 
like  to  rescue  others. 
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Teacher  of  the  Violin 

A  graduate  of  the  Ithaca  Conservatory  of  Music  . 
studied  with  pupils  of  Dr.  Joachhim  and  Ysaye; 
now  studying  at  the  Metropolitan  College  of  Music, 
New  York  City,  with  Herwegh  von  Ende,  a  pupil  of 
Carl  Halir. 

Studio  : 

No.  224.   Tremper  Avenue, 

KINGSTON,  N.   Y. 

Lessons,  One  Dollar 

"Stonewall"  Jackson,  His  Campaigns  and  Battles 
as  I  Saw  Them.  By  JAMES  H.  WOOD,  Capt.  Co. 
D.  17th  Virginia  Infantry  Regt.  A  thrilling  story 
of  the  Civil  War  by  a  participant  on  the  Southern 
Side.  Published  by  THE  EDDY  PRESS  CO., 
CUMBERLAND,  Md. 
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